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3) LONDON, SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 15, 1817. [904 
— we me ae A aS Se Sa Se 
1 intended to have made free with a page TO 


or two. of this Number for the purpose. of 
exposing the foul condoct of the Writer of 
The Day and New Times, whose Misrepre. 
sentation (in that paper of the 10th instant) 
of my answer to his, and the Courier’s, vile 


® charge against Mr. Consett of recommend. 


ing assassination, is more atrocious than any 


thing Lever before read. It appears, how 


ever, that the same vile charge was insinn- 
ated several months ago by that saintly Se- 
nator, Mr, WitBerForce ; and I now find, 
omy agreeable surprise, that Mr. CopBert’s 
Communication for this week, which is a 
Letter to Mr. WILBERFORCE, includes a 
complete and trinmphant refatation of the 
charge. It is therefore unnecessary, and 
consequently improper for me, on this oc- 
casion, to occupy mach space with my own 
observations, After reading the following 
pages, if will require more ingenuity. than 
the Writers of The Day avd Courier divide 
between them, to persevere, with any regard 
to plausibility, in their infamous cry for the 
suppression of tiiis work, on any ground that 
they have hitherto adopted. They have now 
veither open massacre nor private assassina- 
lion, nor any species of murder with which 
toaccuse Mr. COBBETT of instigating, uniess 
itbe suicide. All that remains for them is, 
for one of the two to hang himself, in order 
that the other may aseribe the woeful event 
to the writings of Mr. Cebbett. ‘The Suar- 
Vivor may allege,- that, ‘ that. most san- 
guinary paper” Cobbett’s Address te Mr. Wil- 

terforce, had subjected his deceased friend to 
the mortification of a defeat, which (as that 
“ blood-thirsty miscreant” the author, must 
lave anticipated) a gentleman of his sensi- 

lity could not bear to survive. He may 
also allege, that the fatal effect of “ that most 
“iguinary” publication was carefully se- 
cured by that other ‘“ blood-thirsty mis- 
creat” the Publisher, who had most mur- 
deronsly given it ventin the gloomy month 
ot November, when the People of Engiand, 

*shown by an old French novel qnoted in 
the Spectator, are naturally inclined to puta 
riod to their existence.—Having thns Re- 
‘erously furnished these defeated adversaries 
with the only weapon they can vow nse, I | 
tall no longer detain the admirers of Mr. 
C2BETT from the treat that awaits them. 


W.J. 


os So eS ee were * 
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A‘MEMBER OF PARLIAM!NT FOR THE 
ROTTEN BOROUGH OF BRAMBER. 


On his general Public Conduct, 
and especially on his recent 
support of, and attempt to de- 
fend, the renewal of the Abso- 
lute-power-of-imprisonment Al, 
by which the people of E neland 
are placed on the same footing 
as that of the subjects of the Old 
Bourbons. 


North Hampstead, Long Island, 
September 4, 1817. 


Sir,—For a great number of 


years, few persons enjoyeda higher 
reputation than you did,asa friend 
of liberty and humanity ; and, as I 
have long ago proved, very few 
persons inde ved ever enjoyed any 
thing more undeservedly. Of late 
years, you have been seen, by all 
well informed persons, in. your 
true light; but poere are,some of 
your recent acts, which eal! for.an 
especial commentary, and,, +f, as 
a prelude to that comm sentarys J 
eo back and take a short sketch of 
the whole of your political career, 
the public will excuse the Jength 
of my observations, not onaccount 
of your present weight and import- 
ance, but on account of the mighty 
mischiefs, in the perpetration ef 

r 
years, have been a considerable 
actor. 

You started as the eager advo- 
cate of Parliamentary Reform : 
you are eDsANE your course ag a 
calumniator of Re- 


' the turpitude is, that your, perse- 
I; 
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slice of bacon to their bread, would 
have done the people any harm? 
Or, suppose the overplus had 
been preserved for their future ne- 
cessities? Ji would have been as 
much to the purpose as the system of 
conjuring Saving Banks out of empty 





pockets. —‘‘ The Legislature could do that point yourself, you cannot ¢ 
nothing but regulate the distribution ' better than read Mr. Cobbett’s Letts 
to Lerd Sidmouth, which was py! 


of the supplies’. But how did they | 
reguiate the distribution, Mr. Cross ? | 
Did they pinch their own bellies at! 
all when the people were “nearly | 
dying for want of food”? Bad as the | 
times were, how dare you tell the | 
‘“ were suffering | 


people that they 
How dare | 


from wnavoidahle want 


19 9 


you assert the csolute necessity of | incapable of blushing, as you were 
even a single individual dying for | inaking even a tolerable stand agai 
want of food, or feeling the extremity | the odds, which Ministers thought: 
cessary to array against you att 


of hunger ? 

But, is it not false to say that the 
legislature could do nothing but re- 
gulate the distribution of the supplies: 
Js it not false to say tha: they could 
not keep pace with the hones and de- 


sires of the petitioners? What did! observations, they are. 


the people ask for 1 pray, but the 
restitutien of the right of chsos- 
ing representatives ?— 
{s it not as false to say 
aot be grauted, as it was absurd to ac- 


their cwn 


that this could 


Mr. Cross. 


} 
{ 
{ 





\ 





that same Government ? 
Not knowing how long you hay 
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ple were scarcely alive, and that the, 
were dying for want of food ung, C 


lied 
eee 

"7 
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practised asa lawyer, Tam not qui’ —— 


certain whether you are past b/ushin, 
But, if you have any doubt, 


or no, 


lished on the 19th of July last, 


marked No. 16, and was the secoy 
Number sent to me from Americ 


After reading that Letter, if you 


‘not blush at the recollection of yo 
eulogium on Lord Sidmouth’s Circul 


you may rest assured that you are 


late trials. 
I cannot conclude 


more remin@ing you of the castigati 


without 0 


which you have to expect fro: 


CoRBETT. 


With respect to myo 


[ hope, sv 


cient to keep fresh in your recollect 
the outrage which vou have com 
ted, until the day of chastisem 
shall arrive; that you may not? 
to pretend that you do not know! 


° ° 7 : } . 
suse the cheap publications of direct- } you are whipped for. 


ing * the discontent of the people t: 


the Governme:t under which they 


lived,” when you Lad just before ac- | 
. t e wD - 
those peo- | London, Nov. 5, 1817. 


xnowledged that many ¢ 


\ 


I remain, Sir, 


Your obedient serra! 





Gntered at Stationers’ Hall. 


Printed aud Veok 


Ww. Jaci 
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or two. of this Number for the purpose of 
exposing the foul condoct of the Writer of 
The Day and New Times, whose Misrepre 
sentation (in that paper of the 10th instan!) 
of my answer to his, and the Courier’s, vile 
charge against Mr. CoBBETT of recommend 
ing assassination, is more atrocious than any 
how 


thing Lever before read, It appears, 


ever, that the same vile charge was insinn- 





. ated several months ago by that saintly Se- 


you nator, Mr, Winperrorce; and I now find, 
i omy agreeable surprise, that Mr. Copperr’s 


Communication for this week, which is a 


Letter to. Mr. WILBERFORCE, includes a 
“complete and trinmphant refatation of the 
I charge. It is therefore unnecessary, and 
\t ME consequently improper for me, ou this oc- 
+ HB casion, to occupy much space with my own 
oervations, After reading the following 
pages, if will require more ingenuity than 

OME the Writers of The Day and Courier divide 
gti between them, to persevere, with any regard 
to plausibility, in their infamous ery for the 
suppression of tis work, on any ground that 
tev have hitherto adopted, They have now 
ieither open massacre nor private assassina- 
lon, nor any species of murder with which 
toaccuse Mr. CoBBETT of instigating, uniess 
itbe suicide, All that remains for them is, 
for one of the two to hang himself, in order 
that the other may aseribe the woetu! event 
fo the writings of Mr. Cabbett. The Sur- 
‘vor may allege,-that, ‘ that most san- 
guinary paper” Cobbeti’s Address te Mr. Wil- 
terforce, had subjected his deceased triend to 

the mortification of a defeat, which (as that 

“ blood-thirsty miscreamt” the author, must 

have anticipated) agentleman of his sensi- 

ant uility could not bear to survive. He may 
also allege, that the fatal effect of “ that most 
“0guinary” publication was carefully se- 
tired by that other “ blood-thitsty mis- 
‘reant” the Publisher, who had most mur- 
Ccronsly given it vent in the gloomy month 
ot ot November, when the People of England, 
‘uown by an old French novel quoted in 
te Spectator, are naturally inclined to put a 
etiod to their existence.—Having thns ge- 
‘erously furnished these defeated adversaries 
With the only weapon they can vow nse, I 
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A* MEMBER OF PARLIAM!N 
ROTTEN BOROUGH OF B 


On his’ general Public Conduct, 
and especially on his recent 
support of, and attempt to de- 
fend, the renewal of the Abso- 
lute-power-of-imprisonment Act, 
by which the people of England 
are placed on the same footing 
as that of the subjects of the Old 
Bourbons. 


WILBERFO! 


r FOR THE 
RAMBER. 


North Hampstead, Long [sland, 
September 4, 1817 

Sir,—lor a great number of 
years, few persons enjoyeda higher 
reputation than you did,asa friend 
of liberty and humanity; and, as I 
have long ago proved, very few 
persous indeed ever enjoyed any 
thing more undeservedly. Of late 
years, you have been seen, by all 
well informed pernen in your 
true light; but there are.some of 
your recent acts, which eal! for.an 
especial commentary, and, if, as 
a prelude to that comn entary; ] 
eo back and take a short sketch ef 
the whole of your political career, 
the public will excuse the Jength 
of my observations, not onaccount 
of your present wei; gu ape import- 
ance, but on account of the mighty 
mischiefs, in th: Be ef 


|which, you, for a long series of 


years, have been a considerable 
actor. 

You started as the eager advo- 
cate of Parliamentary Reform ; 
you are ending your course ag a 


oe y *pD 
y | persecutor and calummtator of ite- 
‘all no longer detain the admirers of Mr, | ‘Bho: ' ; Z e. 
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cution is carried on under the 
garb of morality and religion. Age 
has taught you, you will say, to 
change your opinions with regard 
to the question of Parliamentary 
Reform. But, as it is unfortunate 
for Soutney, that from being an 
eulogist of the principles of Wat 
Tyler he has become an eulogist 
of the principle of the Divine 
Right of Kings, just after having 
obtained possession of a Sinecure 
Place ; as it was unfortunate for 
Mr. ArtuurR Youna, that, from 
being an eulogist of the French 
Revolution, and an apologist for 
even the burning of the houses 
of the Noblesse and of the cutting 
of the throats of their sons and of 
the ravishing of their daughters, 
he became one of the most furious 
enemies of that Revolution, and 
also an enemy to Reform in Eng- 
land (of which he had before been 
an advocate) just at ihe time that 
he obtained from Pitt a place of 
five hundred pounds a year, and 
to prove that such place was a 
sinecure,,in fact, the public need 


only be told that he has retained | 


To WiLLtIAM WILBERFORCE, Esq. 
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Contractor, Mr. Irvine, has thy 
honour, the Reformers know pot 
and care not. They know that 


you are the Representative, not 


of any part of the people, but of 
the will of one of those Noblemen, 
Besides the suspicious circum. 
stances, however, under which 
this change of opinion has taken 
place, there is this circumstance 
attending it, that, like Souruey, 
who has been well compared to 
the Renegadoes in the Bar. 
bary States, who always treat 
Christian Captives with more ge. 
verity than that with which they 
are treated by the native Turks, 
like SouTw#ey, you are hecome a 
persecutor of men who hold the opi- 
nions which you formerly held; you 
are doing your best to procure the 
imprisonment and destruction of 
men because they are acting upon 
those principles which you for- 
merly inculcated, and you are en: 
deavouring to justify the total 
abrogation of all the laws protec- 
ting men’s liberties and _ lives, 
because a majority of the people 
(now become really enlightened), 


it for years since he has been, un- | complain of those abuses, of which 


fortunately, blind; as this con- 
currence of «'rcumstances has been 
fatally decisive of the character 
of these gentlemen, as it has drawn 
their teeth and taken all the 
venom from their bite; so, Sir, 
the present Reformers in England 
can endure without regret your 
attempts to add to their sufferings, 
when they reflect, that it is not 


-the Member for Yorkshire, who, 


in your person, has put in his 
snap amongst the rest, but the 
Member for a notoriously rotten 
Borough, the members for which, 
as stated in Mr. Oldfie!d’s Book, 
are put in by the Duke of Rutland 
and Lord Calthorpe. Whether 
you hold your seat by the good 
pleasure of his Grace, or whether 
your worthy colleague the late 





you loudly complained more than 
thirty years ago, and which abuses 
have since been augmented in de- 
gree a hundred-fold. 

Bat, it is impossible to do jus- 
tice to your character; it is im 
possible to suffer you to close your 
career without great wrong done 
to an honest, a frank, a long-de- 
ceived, and long injured people, 
without taking a look backwards, 
and tracing you along down, 
through the principal acts of you! 
life, from the last mentioned pe 
riod to the present time. There 


is one string,upon which to touch 
with skill in England is sure 
obtain the operator general ap 
plause; that is, the string % 
humanity, of compassion, of fee! 
ing for the oppressed. Th! 
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| Baring you touched, and you 
| Brouched it with a master hand. 
| MThe cause of the Negro Slaves 
t Mwas a cause worthy of the feel- 
f Mings of the people of England, 
. Biespecially if the facts had been 
- Msuch as they were described in 
1 Myvour statements. Those who re- 
1 Mollect the time, to which I am 
> Bow alluding, will not easily for- 
, Meet the enthusiasm which pre- 
) Myailed. The Speeches, the Meet- 
. ings, the Subscriptions, the ever- 
t Milasting out-cry and the endless 
- Mpumber of pamphlets, of which the 
y Mpresent Mr. Gurney’s mother 
‘ Mvasthe grand retailer; and I re- 
1 Mi member that she herself talked in 

astyle quite worthy of the parent 

of the faithful Counsel of Lord 

Cochrane, of the Deputy Attor- 
f @# ney-General to the Isle of Ely and 
1 Mthe subaltern prosecutor of Wat- 
* fon. This old woman had all the 
* Beloquence, which belongs to that 
| Mipecies of philanthropy, of which 
* Myou have been the great propaga- 
4, Mor, ifnot the founder. Her love 
¢ Mor mankind was quite abstract- 
), Med; it was of the purest sort, 
h @vholly unmixed with any alloy of 
0 the love of country or of particu- 
8 Mar attachment to this or that race 
of beings. If it had any partiality, 
twas with regard to colours, and 
* Mtle old lady did appear to be a 
 Mlittle biassed on the side of the 
It @colour black, in which, however, 
le Mthe was not altogether disinter- 
Msted; for, the constant smoke of 
Mi london, co-operating with that 
Sy carelessness of externals, to which 
steat minds are so prone, had 
sven to her skin a complexion 
somewhat darker than that which 
8usually denominated dingy. Now 
whether this really was the mother 
the faithful Counsel or not, 
I really cannot tell; but Mrs. 
Gurney, in Holborn, a little be- 
go’ Gray’s Inn Lane, sold me 
MB Ome of the philanthropic pamph- 
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lets, of which she had whole bales, 
at not more, [ believe, than a 
half- penny each, and her person 
and talk were such as I have des- 
cribed. 

You do not seem to have 
thought, that the spreading of 
cheap . publications was wrong, 
much leas a crime against the 
laws, in those times; yet, I will 
venture to say, that more false- 
hoods, more malignant misrepre- 
sentations, were never circulated 
in the world, except, perhaps, 
those that have recently been cir- 
culated against the Reformers in 
England. It was right to put a 
stop to the enslaving of the Afri- 
cans; but was it right to calum- 
niate their masters? That such 
property existed was anevil; so 
you and many others contend, 
that the existence of tythes-is an 
evil; but, I have not yet heard 
that any of you have thought of 
turning the Clergy out to grass, 
and still less of holding up those 
Clergy as men whose throats ought 
to be cut by the hands of the peo- 
ple. Ifonly a thousandth part of 
what you alledged against the 
West India Planters had been 
true, they merited instant death 
and the extermination of all their 
families from the hands of their 


Slaves; but almost the whole of 


what you asserted was false, and 
must from the nature of things 
have been false, because the 
Planters were accused of acts in 
direct contradiction to their own 
interests. Yet, what delusion pre- 
vailed upon this subject! No 
small part of the people of Eng- 
land made the great sacrifice of 
foregoing the use of sugar, to 
which they were exhorted by you 
and your crafty tribe; while you, 
I warrant you, had the rense to 
confine yourself to the p»ecept. 
You now talk of the necessity 
of educating the people as a re- 
[1 2 
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medy for their discontents. In 
order te convince them that they 
ouglit to think themselves well off 
in paying one half of their earn- 
ings in taxes, you would begin by 
giving them what you call educa- 
tion; that is to say, you presume, 
that if they were but enough en- 
lightened, they would clearly un- 
derstand the justice and reason- 
ableness of being thus treated. 





We will talk more of this, Sir, 
by and by; but, did you ever 
propose to wait ’till the negroes 
were educated? Or did you think 
that they were better educated 
then than the people of England 
now are? [t was notorious that 
the negroes were in a state of 
profound ignorance. It was no- 
torious, that they had no such 
thing as moral sentiment; it was 
notorious that, though susceptible 
of the vindictive feelings, with 
which you and your tribe endea- 
voured to fill their breasts, they 
were incapable of justly valuing 
the benefits which they derived 
from the care and protection of 
their masters. [speak here ina 
country where there is experience 
to serve as a guide; and, I have 
no hesitation in broadly asserting, 
that the freedom of the negroes 
bere has been attended with much 
less benefit even to themselves 
than it has been attended with 
injury. The project which is now 
on foot in this country for form- 
ing a Colony of Blacks on the 
coast of Africa, though it would, 
I hope, be conducted with more 
justice and wisdom than your 
Sierra Leone project, is of itself 
a proof of the opinion which I 
‘lfec. Yet, you set the nation 
half mad with horror at the idea 
of Negro Slavery, while, in the 
Isle of Sky there were, and still 
are, a set of British subjects as 
completely enslaved as any African 
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that ever existed, and about which 
people you never said one word, 
It has been the fashionable cay 
to speak of the French nationa 
unfit, in the present age, to ep 
joy a free government. This canj 
has not been confined to Europe 
and Mr. Joun ApbaAms, former 
President of the United State: 
has recently caused to be pub 
lished some letters written to hig 
from M‘Krean, who was .once ; 
Governor, and (as I shall caug 
to be made known hereafter) one 
a Chief Justice of Pennsylvania 
and who, I am very sorry.to say 
died, in June last, and thus g 
out of the way vf the renewal 
the conflict between him and me 
[n these letters, which Mr. Apax 
publishes in honour of M‘Keay’ 
memory, is contained the senti 
ment before mentioned, with re 
gard to the wnfitness of the Frene 
nation to enjoy a free government 
This was pretty impudent | 
M‘KEAN, especially if we suppos 
him to have had any knowledg 
of the state of the arts and science 
in France. But, if the Frene 
nation were unfit to enjoy af 
government, so, it seems, Wi 
Spain and Italy and Hanove 
and, as to Genoa and Hollan 
they, poor people, appear now 
be totally unfitted in this wa 





| 
| 
| 


though, for many ages, they hi 
been free and independent Repu 
lics, previous to the memorabl 
Embassy of your worthy frie 
Lord CasTLEREAGH, in wht 
mildness and humanity you are! 
forward to declare your implit 
confidence, and to whose tené 
mercies you have assisted to col 
mit the people of England. ! 
the world was unfit for a stale 
freedom, except your - Negro 
who, in consequence of the mé 





dling of you and your tribe, he 
shed more blood, than has % 
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hed, even in the sanguinary con- 
st against the liberties of France. 
You were one of those who 
alk about /aw, order, and thiags 
ys established by law. And was 
jot the property of West India 
Planters established by law? The 
West India Planters are, in their 
litics at home, amongst the 
asestof the base. But the curi- 
us thing is, that while you are 
repres senting them as the . most 
ruel of tyrants to the Blacks, 
hey cordially co-operate with 
ou in burdening and in en- 
laving the people of England. 
heir property was, surely, as 
acred as the property of the 
Boroughmonger, from whom you 
ld your seat? You will hardly 
ave the brass to contend, that 
he Duke of RurLanpdD or 
orp CALTHORPE, who. are 
Peers of Parliament, have any /aw 
oshow for their putting » you into 
hat Parliament. Youknow well, 
mn the contrary, that there are 
positive laws against their inter- 
ering, directly. or indirectly, in 
ny such matter. But the West 
idia Planters had /aw for what 
hey did; and yet you would have 
ondemned them to all the suffer- 
ngs to be expected from a Revo- 
ution amongst their Slaves, who, 
iter all, were better fed and less 
hardly worked than the people of 
ngland. But, when this argu- 
nent was used, it was the mind, 
ousaid; it was the mind of the 
lave, that suffered; it was the 
onsciousness of his being a slave! 
Lhis was the creadful ev il. N ow, 
ir, [wish by no means to under- 
ate this suffering even in the 
lind of the grossly ignorant Ne- 
t0, who rises even in mental ca- 
city, generally speaking, not 
lany degrees above that of nu- 
lerous inferior animals. Even 
i this sort of being I am not dis- 
sed to underrate the suffering 








arising from the consciousness of 
being a slave. But, while your 
feelings are so acute upon this 
subject, you appear to be dead as 
a stone to the feelings of the in- 
telligent and ingenious people 4 
England, which feelings are 

alive in every relationship of “tie 
whose friendship is so ardent, 
whose gratitude is so lasting, 
whose resentment is so open and 


‘so quick; and who, which is more 


than all the rest, have been ac- 
customed from their very infaney 
to hear boasts of English freedom 
and security. Towards them you 
appear dead as a stone ora log. 
You appear to think that their 
rights are merely nominal; that 
they are too ignorant to understand 
them, and that they ought to be 
considered as the property of a 
few. 

If you never have considered, it 
is time that you now should con- 
sider, what it is which constitutes 
the difference between a free man 
and a slave. It is simply this, that 
the free man, if he be ina state of 
civil society, partakes inthe mak- 
ing of the laws by which he is 
eoverned ; and, the slave is go- 


verned by the will of another, or of 


others. This accords, not onl 
with reason, not only with the 
spirit of our Constitution and 
Laws, but with the daw itself, as 
laid down by all our eminent 
lawyers. I could quote many; 
but BLACKSTONE Is quite enough, 
and he expressly says that the 
punishment of a man, according to 
the laws of ngland, is justifiable 
ONLY because he is understood 
by the law of the land ¢o have given 
his consent to the making of the law 
by which he is tried.and punished. 
ow many thousands of poor 
wretches have suffered death in 
England under laws to which they 
never gave their assent, never 
having been represented in the 
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Parliament a jot more than your 
beloved Negroes were! Another 
principle of our law is, that no 
man shall, in his defence, plead an 
ignorance of the law ; because, the 
law supposes every man to be ac- 
tually represented in Parliament, 
and to become, by that means, well 
acquainted with the laws, to which, 
by such representation, he has 
given his assent. It is upon this 
ground, and this ground only, that 
Englishmen have ever called them- 
selves free ; and that the people of 
Ameriea now call themselves free. 
When a man who has been a slave 
in America becomes free, he be- 
comes, also, entitled to vote, which 
slaves are not. I beg you to 
mark well this distinction; the 
man who is free to-day gives his 
assent to the laws which are pass- 
ed henceforward, while the man 
who was his brother-slave but 
yesterday, is entitled to give no 
such assent. But there is another 
illustration afforded by this coun- 
try, wh ch brings the matter home 
at once. In the Southern States 
of America, Negro-Slavery exists ; 
asin Virginia, forinstance. ‘The 


number of Members of Congress, 


sent by each State, is proportioned 
to the population of the States re- 
spectively. But Virginia is allowed 
a greater number in proportion to 
her free population, than the State 
of Massachusets, for instance, be- 
cause it was thought just that Vir- 
ginia should have an allowance on 
account of her Slaves, who, though 
the property of other. men, contri- 
buted by their labour and their 
consumption tothe revenue and to 
the general wealth and power of 
the Union! This isa pretty in- 
stance enough of that VIRTUAL 
Representation, of which you and 
Mr. Davis Ginppy and your 
“¢ Right Honourable Friend,” 
CanninG and the rest of you 


talk. Here is viriual Representa: | 
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tion honestly explained; but (angi them | 
let the people of England engrayall little : 
the fact upon their hearts!) thes dulge 
Negroes of Virginia, who are thyd their 
VIRTUALLY represented, pol solute 
only are slaves, but are honestiif joy a | 
called slaves; and this latter, thal they « 
mere name, is the only circumg™ tors a 
stance worth any man’s noticing serabl 
which constitutes the political angi them : 
civil difference between the Ned cept | 
croes of Virginia and the mass of and, * 
the people of England, Irelangi whate 
and Scotland. the re 

Therefore, as you found th@™ the d 
people of England slaves, ough are p< 
you not to have begun at homef to ret 
and not to have rambled to Jag you we 
maica and the African coast, espe drum 
cially as you found laws to sanc@ gave | 
tion slavery in Jamaica, and law@™ not af 
holding in abhorrence slaveryigg To 
England? In this country, as §@ the be 
said before, the free man is knowgg voluti 
by his title to vole at elections, ang write 
the slave is known by his having in eve 
no such title. It is not the sort om vernu 
dwelling which they severally ing libert 
habit; it isnot the sort of clothing and a; 
which they severally wear ; it i happi 
not the sort or quantity of food om their 
drink which they severally cong tries, 
sume; for, in an infinite numbe part. 
of instances the Black Slave is bet you si 
ter lodged, better clad and betteg ed, th 
fed than the free man, be he blaciM that tl 
or white. It is none of these thal ed, an 
form the distinctive marks beg am by 
tween them; the only mark 1 tion tl 
that one gives his assent to the lav@@ gard t 
by which he is governed, and thf sons, 
other does not ; one-is governed bf leave 
his own consent, and the other did, 1 
governed by the willof other mem who | 
What is it to the mass of the pe™ verso 
ple of England, whether the me say, bi 
whose will they are compelled (@ if to | 
submit to are called slave-holde@ Horn 
or not?) What is it to them 5™ Parlia 
what names the personsarecalle@] wards 
who have absolute power 0% all hi: 
their lives, who can take {4% theR 











(and 
rave 


hese 


thy 

no 
est| 
> the 
cum 
cing 
| ang 
Ne 
88 0 
lang 


1005] 


them as much, and leave them as 
little as they please; who can in- 
dulge them or punish them at 
their pleasure ; who, at their ab- 
solute will, can suffer them to en- 
joy a part of their earnings, or, as 
they often do send their Collec- 
torsand take the beds of the mi- 
serable wretches from under 
them? Names are nothing, ex- 
cept for the uses of deception; 
and, Sir, you may be weil assured, 
whatever you may still think of 
the resources of your mind, that 
the days of successful hypocricy 
are passed, and passed, too, never 
toreturn; and that the nation if 
you were now torenew your beat of 
drum in the canting cause which 
gave you so much renown, would 
not afford you a sinvie recruit. 


To follow . detail from 
the beginni: « French Re- 
volution ‘«¢ _wonild be to 
write a hi~io ‘ period; for 
Never, act, commtted by the go- 


vernwnent of Engiand against the 
liberties Of the people at home 
and against (ie liberty, peace and 
happiness of people struggling for 
their liberiies in foreign coun- 
tries, you liave taken a prominent 
part. During a debate last year, 
you stated that you verily believ- 
ed, that there were some persons 
that thought you ought to be hang- 
ed, an opinion of yours of which I 
am by no means inclined to ques- 
lion the sincerity; and with re- 


gard to the opinions of those per- 


sons, to whom you alluded, I shall 


leave it, as you very judiciously 


did, to be determined by those 
who have been attentive obser- 
vers of your conduct ; but thisI will 
say, because | truly can say it, that, 


if to have been an associate of Mr. 


Horne Tooke in the cause of 
Parliamentary Reform, and, after- 
Wards, to have supported Pitt in 
all his dreadful measures against 
the Reformers in the early part 
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of the French Revolution, and 
even while he was aiming a blow 
at the life ofthat very Mr. Tooke 
for no other offence, as was prov- 
ed at the trial and declared by the 
Judge, than that of seeking a Re- 
form; if, to have been one of the 
chief supporters of a war against 
the French People, and of the pur- 
suing of that war for the restora- 
tion of the Bourbons, of the Pope, 
of the Inquisition, while you were 
not only professing a religion, but 
writing in support of a religion, 
which deemed the Romish reli- 
gion idolatrous and damnable; if; 
to have called the termination of 
that war glorious, which termina- 
tion not only necessarily restored 
these abominations, but, the in- 
stant effect of which was the hor- 
rid murders committed by the 
friends of your favourite Bour- 
bons on the Protestants of France; 
if, to have been a prime agent, 
and one of the Secret Comittee, 
concerned in glossing over that 
scandalous Act, which authorized 
the Bank of England to set at 
nought the Jaw, to break its en- 
gagements with the people, and 
to do that which has finally 
brought misery upon millions; if 
to have been a leading supporter 
of Pirt in all his tyrannical mea- 
sures from 1793 to 1801, and, at 
the end of that time to vote him 
impunity for his deeds ; if, to have 
voted him impunity afterwards, 
when he was accidentally detect- 
ed in having grossly misapplied 
the public money; if, to have been 
forward to support PERCEVAL in 
his quarrel with the American 
States, and to have supported his 
successors in the origin and pro- 
secution of the war which succeed- 
ed that quarrel, a war so notori- 
ously injurious to the honour of 
England, and which added fifty 
millions to her Debt; if, to have 
acted thus, in substance, and to 
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have had the most consummate 

siety in your looks, and the pro- 
botundést’ reyerence for morality 
and religion on your lips all the 
while; ¢f, never to have taken 
part with. any oppressed person 
or description of persons during a 
thirty years sitting in Parliament, 
af, to have been uniforndy, if not 
the open defender, the open apo- 
logist, or, at the least, the feeble 


assailant and the break-water of 


every public robber or public de- 
linquent, however great and how- 
ever flagrant; if, to have thus 
acted, during 80 long a course of 
years; and having, at the same 
time, great talents bestowed on 
you by your maker; 7; to have 
thus acted, being thus gifted, be 
likely to secure for you the saluta- 
tion which the Scriptures tell us 
the Righteous are to receive at 
the last day; all that I have to 
add, is, that I have the happiness 
never to have known any one in- 
dividual, who 1s likely to receive, 
on that day, the salutation intend- 
ed for the Wicked. 

But, if such would have been 
your account, at the day of final 
settlement, supposing you to have 
closed your career before the com- 
mencement of the last Session of 
Parliament, what a large addition 
you have now made to ‘the score! 
You are well aware, that when 
you gave your sanction, the first 
time, to the Absolute Power-of- 
Imprisonment Act, you did all 
that you were able 40 coin order 
to piace the people under a com 
plete despotism; but upon that 
occasion, you were si/ent, at least. 
Now, howe ver, at the passing of 
the Act for continuing the des- 
potism, ’ 
personal support. It was in this 
way that you most essentially 


served Pitt, who kept your piety in 
reserve for trying circumstances. 
Then whena desper rate push was 


you come forth with your 
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necessary, out you used to come 
with all your candour, all vour 
doubts, all your scruples of cop. 
science, all your tender conipas. 
sion for the object against whon 
your real enmitv was directed, 
and, asthe1 ‘esult, your blessed cop. 

ecience compelle d you, ag raimst your 
natural feelings, to give your 
voice for acts of oppression and 
cruelty until then unheard of 

You were Pitt’s Grand Corps de 
Reserve; and in numerous ip. 
stances, you decided the struggle, 
and alavhye you decided against 
freedom and against justice. But, 

this is not the case now. W hat. 

ever you or whatever your friend 
Castlereagh may think, you have 
no weight and are worth nothing 
beyond the counting of your own 
nose. You were then the Men- 
ber for Yorkshire ; and you often 
used to boast in no very indirect 
manner, of speaking the voice of 
a considerable part of the king- 
dom. Upon one occasion, | re 
member, you said it was a litile 
kingdom in itself. So it is; but 
you are no longer the king of that 
little kingdom. Indeed, if the 
county of York; if even the Free 
holders of that county could ever 
have been fairly brought to the 
Poll, neither you nor any col- 
leag ue that you ever had, nor your 
suecessor, would ever have been 
chosen for that county. It was 
an affair of money; and when two 
great families had taken care to 
well line their purses for the con- 
test, they squeezed vou out, asa 

large punch drives out a ‘little 
nail. Burke, in remonstrating 
once with Lorn Firzws.iia™ 
upon the subject of suffering you 
to be elected for Yorkshire, ex- 
claimed, ‘aman like Mr. Wilber: 
‘* force! Why,Sir, 1 would thrust 
‘¢ him through that key hole”! 
And this was what they really did, 
at last. One would have thought 
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hat he who had reigned in this 


ice of Representative of a rotten 
But, Swirt has ob- 
erved of a fty, that, “ being 
‘driven from its food on a bed of 
‘roses, it will very placidly skim 
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so many hours about the two hun- 
dred and fifty pounds of extra 
pay to Mr. Croker, but who 
says not one word of the thirty 
thousand pounds swallowed up by 
Burke, nor of that monstrous act 
of iniquity of paying out of the 
public money to the executors of 





‘away and finish its repast upon 
‘an excrement.” 

In Pirt’s time you did, as you 
jo now, occasionally differ in 
pinion with your “ Right Ho- 
nourable Friends.” Your can- 
our and. your conscientiousness | 
ere such, that you would some- | 
mes even go so far, though tt | 
ave you great pain, to acknow- | 
edge that your Right Honourable 
Friend was in the wrong, and even 
vole against him ; but this was 
ever upon essential points; never 
yon any point where the liber- 
es of the people, or their main 
werests were at stake. This ap- 














| along with them. 


Burke (whose names I should be 
very glad to know) for five lives, 


'all selected by Burke himself, and 
amongst young 


persons at that 
time! As far as relates to these 
things, my Lords Milton is no 
‘¢ gentleman opposite’’, but a gen- 
tleman going heartily and cor- 
dially with the Ministers, to 
whom he gives a great deal more 
support in all their tyrannical 
acts, than he possibly could do if 
he were sitting upon the Bench 
However, with 
regard to you, the mi-chief is now 
confined wholly to your vote. All 
the little affectations of occasional 





arance of candour and of impar- | 
ality gave also an appearance of | 
dependence, and tended greatly | 
omake you the more mischievous | 
henever the Boroughmongers | 
iid the Minister stood in need of) 
jour support; just as Mr. Perry 
san infinitely more mischievous 
ol of Corruption than either 
TEwART or Water. The for- 
er of these three is in opposition 
othe Ministers. He is in direct 


disagreements with your * Right 
‘¢ Honourable Friend:,”’ and every 
other little shift and turn, appear 
like the rubbish of a once stately 
mansion. Pirt stood in need of 
your friendship, CasTLEREAGH 
looks upon you as a servant, 
With Pitt you were the grand 
Corps de Reserve; and, to keep 
up the figure in French, with 
Castlereagh you are the Pis-aller, 
or, what we in English call the 





position. In deadly opposition. | worst come to the worst. 


but he is not less opposed to the 
Reformers ‘than they are. 
haintains the Borough-monger- 
lig System, and the Ministers 
ould no more touch a hair of 
his head than a mole-catcher 
ould catch a mole in breeding 
ime. There were several of the 
‘gentlemen opposite”? in that 
ery Secret Committee which forg- 
td this last set of chains for En- 
Ushmen’s hands and feet. There 
Was your Successor, Lord Milton 
that Committee; he who talks 


I can hardly believe that so 
‘cunning @ man as you are can 
‘outst failed to perceive the truth 
of allthis; but, the fact is, that 
'you are safely seated below the 
reach of un-popularity, which 
|cannot affect you any more than it 
‘can affect any of the footmen or 
grooms of the Duke or Rut- 
LAND or of Lorp CALTHORPE. 
Had not this been the case, you 
‘never would have persevered in 
‘hostility to the people, even after 
‘such a man as Lorp Fitzwit- 
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L1AM had given way. Slight as 
the right of voting now is in 
Yorkshire, dreadful as the conflict 
must be in a pecuniary sense, to 
measufe purses with the present 
Members of that County; still 
the Fitzwilliams seem to have had 
some misgivings upon the subject ; 
and I trust that, if ever another 
election should take place, under 
the present system, that the Free- 
holders of Yorkshire will have 
spirit enough to show, that they 
clearly see the cause of those 
misgivings. And that they will see 
in Mr. Fawxes a gentleman who 
has most nobly maintained their 
rights, instead of forging a gag 
for their mouths, and twisting a 
halter for their necks. What! 
the Noble Lorp Mitton! he 
who said, that he longed for 
an opportunity of coming to close 
quarters with the Reformers! 
And, he, who, the moment those 
Reformers approached him witha 
statement of their case, to which 
he was unable to find any answer, 
cried aloud against sedition and 
blasphemy and called for licens- 
ing, gagging and hanging Bills! 
Now, however, at the renewal of 
the Absolute-Power-of-Imprison- 
ment Bill, he discovers that the 
Ministers are not to be trusted 
with it, and one of his reasons Is, 
that Lord Sidmouth had encou- 
raged the establishment of the 
Knights Brunswickersat Norwich, 
who condemned the principles of 
Hampden! Just as if Lord Milton 
were a supporter of the principles 
of Hampden, and just. as if the 
whole of this affair about the 
Knights Brunswickers had not 
been exposed by me in January 
last, with a thousand times more 
effect than the Noble Lord Milton 
would be able to do it if he were 
to spend his whole life in the at- 
tempt, and if he were to live to the 
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[10) “\ de 
it was no discovery of this soi. ir 
that produced a change in th Con 
Fitzwilliams. It was a discdm Y 
very, that the Bourbon System !!Y° 
was not likely to succeed in thqg’ * 
end. Jt was a discovery, tha the | 
there was yeta great deal to ly king 
done, or, that the whole Systey why 
must be undone. It was a di ieee 


covery that the ‘‘ weekly venom, 
as Mr. Wm. Exuiort had th 
impudence to call it, had had ty 
deep an effect to be purged off } 
one, two, or ten years of despo 
tism. It was a discovery com 
municated to them in the pith 
words of “NOT GUILTY) 
pronounced at Guildhall, a 
echoed back from Westminste 
Hall. These were the kind 
discoveries, that led the Fits 
williams to see less danger in Jun 
than they had seen in February 
and, it is the same sort of dis 
coveries, which will, I _ 
finally make you perceive, th 
the people of England, if the 
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have lost their liberties, for —" 
while, have not lost their mem by 
ries, You, as | observed b aoe 
fore, want the ground for son ia 
of those feelings, which grou epttrd 
the Fitzwilliams and their lily’ °° 
have; but still there was some me 
thing so singular, so unnectqy 
sarily odious, in the chief reas ey 
which you gave for supporting tl Wee 4 
renewal of the Absolute- Powe Pade 
of-Imprisonment Bill, that it Mi 
hardly possible to impute it Hy, f 
any thing but one cause, andi al fi 
imputation which every one Wi». th 
know how to make, puts you up their s 
a perfect level with any, even Wife. 4] 
very lowest hangers on of minds 
Ministry, or occupiers of Borovs Sia th, 
seats. Many were the reasol@ 
some impudent, some foolish, $0! careles 
cunning, which other people g# shown 
but your reason simply was; ‘ ficeex4 
the second reading of the B ble te 
that you * had anlimited COMM tena. 


Line te 
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« dence in your Right Honourable 

« friends on the Treasury Bench.” 
Sor Confidence! What do you mean 
: th by confidence, in thiscase? And 
Icom if your confidence in the Ministers 
ke js sufficient to induce you to place 
n th the person of every man in the 
tha kingdom at their absolute will, 
to why not place in their hands also 


10) 


te the absolute power of raising and 
“Sl expending the public money? Is 
vi money more dear to the people 


than their personal liberty and 
their lives? Your confidence in 
the just, in the humane, in the 
merciful disposition of Castlereagh 
might lead you to place the admi- 
nistration of the laws, the trial 
and condemnation of criminals, in 
his hands, and it might even goso 
far as to dispense with the use of 
Juries in acase where the Judge 
was So notoriously void of a san 
suinary disposition, and, if pos- 
sible, still more notoriously clear 
of all Corruption. To be sure 
your long public experience of the 
qualities “of that gentleman and of 
those of his worthy associate, 
whom even the Tin-man of Ply- 
mouth could not corrupt, and of 
whose sizcerity, there is no human 
being that knows him who makes 
ji ¢ Matter of doubt. Your long 
B experience of the qualities of these 
excellent persons and your hearty 
co-operation with them in all the 
iy most important concerns of their 
6 “Bt lives, must naturally havegiven you 
avery lofty idea of their trust wor- 
thiness; but, however worthy 
dt they may be in this respect, how- 
ever famed for their fair dealing, 
for their adherence to truth, for 
their scorn to torture the laws, 
fd for the independence of their 
minds, for their disregard of pellf, 
for their purity as to seats and 
seat-selling, for the disinterested 
ag relessness which they have 
° 5° B shown about the occupation of of- 
ficeexcept upon the most honoura- 
ble terms, and, above all, for their 
tenderness, their more than femi- 
line tenderness of the lives of the 
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people, and their abhorrence to 
see the bayonet or the hang-man 
employed, or the scourge of tor- 
ture inflicted; however famed 
your two noble friends may be in 
this respect, still, let me tell you 
that I, for one, shall very long re- 
member that your confidence in 
them was such that you had no 
scruple to place the very bodies 
of all our countrymen at their 
mercy, except, indeed, yourself 
and the rest of the persons who 
fill the seats in Parliament. 

And, at what time did you think 
proper to express this confidence 
in them, and to act up to that ex- 
pression ? At a time when the 
victims, which they had brought 
to the Bar of trial, and there pur- 
sued unto death by the evidence 
of a false witness ; a base, corrupt 
dealer in human blood, who had 
organized the thing which they 
called an insurrection; who had 
himself put the powder and bali 
into the waggon, there to be found 
by Police Officers ; who had met 
Mr. Hunt in Cheapside, told him 
the Tower was in their posses- 
sion, and endeavoured to prevail 
upon him to go back and join 
them, and whose first and great, 
if not whose only, object, was, to 
secure the means of shedding ‘the 
blood of that gentleman: it was 
at a time when those victims, had 
just, through the means of very 
able and faithful Counsel, and a 
Jury of Englishmen, who yet, 
thank God, feel horror at the 
idea of shedding innocent blood ; 
it was just at the time when 
these victims had just been 
snatched from the fate of the brave 
CasHMAN, that you chose, in the 
face of the whole nation, to de- 
clare that you voted for this Bul 
on the score of your confidence in 
the purity and in the merciful dis- 
position of your ‘* Right Honour- 
‘Cable Friends,” the employers ef 
Ouiver and the promoters of 
ReyNoups! 

Upon the third reading of the Bill, 
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Sir Francis Burdett produced proof, 
of this merciful disposition, and he 
took that occasion to appeal to your 
religion against the support which you 
had given to the Bill, and what was 
your anwer to this? A very feeble 
attempt to retort ihe sarcasms, which 
he had levelled against you with so 
much truth, and therefore wih so 
much effect. You said upon this oc- 
casiou, ** that it was with the most 
‘ nainful reluctance” (just in the old 
style!) ‘* that you had brought 
‘¢ yourself to consent to the measure, 
“which, in this serious situation of 
‘¢the country, did appear iudispen- 
‘* sible to couuteract the infuston of 
“that malignant poison, which had 
*¢ already gone far to sap the vitals of 
“the public safety.” You then say 
that ihe feelings of Mnglishmen are so 
corrupted, that they look without 
blushing at acts which are repulsive to 
human nature; that even private as- 
sassinations seem to have grown faini- 
liar to the people. You do not pro- 
duceany proof of this; but you believe 
it, do you, and upon what ground do 
you believe it? Why, upon the Reporé 
of the Secret Committees, without ap- 
pearing to recollect that Mr. Creary 
in his Petition flatly accused the first 
Reports of falsehood ; that Mr. Hunr 
did the same; and that both rested 
for credit, not upon their bare asser- 
tions, like the Committees, but upon 
proof, by oral testimony, which they 
prayed for leave to produce at the 
Bars, aud which prayer was refused in 
both Houses! You appear to have 
forgotten all this, and to have for- 
gotten, also, that there was no evt- 
dence, in either case, produced to the 
House. The fact wight be otherwise. 
I do not know to what designs of des- 
peration the oppressed. and insulted 
people of Kngland may not have been 
goaded. The fact, | was about to 
continue, might have been otherwise ; 
but who will believe that the evidence, 
upon which the last Reports were 
grounded, was not supplied by CAsTLes, 
by Ociver, and by others of that nu- 
merous herd of venders of human 
blood, who are now, at the expence of 
the people of England, sent prowling 
through the country to find out per- 
sons, first to seduce and then to be- 
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fore stroke. 









tray! I am fully convinced, that eyj, 
dence of the import stated by yoy 
was never supplied by any body else 
But no suspicion of this sort seems to 
have entered your mind. Nota wor 
escapes your religious lips in repro. 
bation of these wretches, these venders 
Y our ten. 
derness of the blood of human beings 
seems to have been confined to the 
African race, and with regard to that, 
too, those will be the best Judge of 
the sincerity of your professions, who 
shall have read the statements of Mr. 
Tuorprr, the late Judgeat Sierra Leone, 
and who shal} be informed, asl now in. 
formithem, that a Reporter of the Times 
newspaper was made Judge ut that place 
and actually supplanted Mr. Tharpe! 

This is taking you, as the West. 
countrymen call it, back stroke and 
But, it is all capable of 
being exposed as falsehood, whether 
in fact or in argumeat, if it be not 
founded in truth. 

Suppose, however, fer argument’s 
sake, that any portion of the people 
had been seduced. so far as to re 
concile their minds to acts repul- 
sive to human nature, and even to 
those of private assassinatioa! If 
this be the case, who has been their 
seducer2 Was it I, against whose 
writings the measures were originally 
levelled? Had I instigated them to 
acts of violence of any sort? Hypo- 
cricy personified could not pretend, 
that there was any other ‘* cheap pub- 
lication”? which haunted the minds of 
the Boroughmongers, or which had 
made the smallest impression upon 
the minds of the people. What ether 
cheap publication did Lord Sidmouth 
mean, when he called for Gagging and 
Imprisonment Bills, to protect what 
he called the Constitution, against the 
effect of cheap publications, which, 
he said, had found their way into 
every hamlet and into every cottage il 
the kingdom? There was no other, 
and you knew well, that no othet 
existed and that no other was meail. 
It was my mind that had engrafted 
itself upon the minds of the people 
I had reasoned with them, ’till they 
thought as I thought, and said as! 
said, and, as the Renegado, SourHt? 
declared, they read my publication bj 
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jay and thought on it by night. He 
,dded that they lived by it and were 
rady to die by it. This, therefore, 
aad this alone was meant by the 
«cheap publications.” This was what 
was afterwards meant in the Circular 
of your ** Noble Friend,” Sidmouth. 
You have all the numbers of this 
cheap publication at command; and 
if you find in them one single instance 
of a recommendation to violence of 
any sort, but on the contrary, if you 
jo not find the whole tenor of them 
is to prevent violence of every sort, 
and to rest our hopes of obtaining 
justice on the justice of our cause and 
oa peaceable and orderly deport- 
ment, then I will forfeit the name of 
Filliam Cobbett, and will silently 
suffer myself to be called William 
Wilberforce to the end of my life. 

If, therefore, it be true, which [I do 
not believe, that any portion of the 
people have been brought to entertain 
such desperate designs, those designs 
have not proceeded from the “‘ Cheap 
Publications ;°? but, from that deep 
sense of injustice, of cruelty and of 
insult, which their treatment has na- 
tually engendered. I repeat, that I 
donot believe the fact; that I not 
only hope that it is not true, but that 
[believe that itis nottrue. AsI most 


irmly believe, that the most black- ] 
+ the immediate cause of their present 


hearted miscreants that ever existed 
tatched the affair of Spafields princi- 
pally with a view of getting at the 
blood of Mr. Hunt; as I believe, 
that it was they, and they only, who 
hatched and caused to be executed, 
the attack on the Prince Regent in 
the Park; so I most firmly believe, 
that they have caused to be fabricated 
tll the evidence which was laid before 
the Committee; and, that this charge 
o' yours against the people rests solely 
on such false and diabolical testi- 
mony. Jf this were not so; if this 
charge rested upon any thing else, 
why are not the parties brought to 
‘rial 2 If any thing but the testimony 
of hired Spies could be produced, why 
lot put the guilty, or the accused on 
their trial 2 Is a dungeon, at the will 
of Castlereagh apd his worthy col- 
league the proper punishment for 
cot of assassination? A trial 2 
hy not a trial? Because a tral 
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would prove the innocence of the ac- 
cused people, and would, asin the case 
of Castles, fix the guilt on the really 
guilty heads. And why, as Mr. 
Bennet pertinently asked, is not 
Oxtver brought to trial 2 There are 
witnesses, in abundance, whom a jury 
would believe, to prove, that he insti- 
gated people to unlawful acts. ‘The 
Ministers deny, that they authorized 
him to go so far as this. Well, then, 
he was guilty of a crime even in their 
eyes. Why, why, why not put him 
upon his ¢rial then? Has Mr. Suepr- 
HERD lost his capacity for drawing up 
indictments; can he, the great dis- 
coverer of laws, not find out a little 
law to suit Orrver? Or, do Becket, 
the Addingtons and Castlereagh re- 
collect, that it would be as fair for 
Oxiver as it was for the Honourable 
Gentleman, Mr. Castries, to save his 
neck by turning evidence against his 
aceomplices 2. ‘The time for his doing 
this may yet come; and, upon your reli- 
gion | put it to you, whether his testimo- 
ny ought not tv go as far towards hang- 
ing his accomplices zn town as towards 
hanging his accomplices in the country? 

But, if, after all, it should be the 
act, that some few of the people have 
entertained intentions to avenge them- 
selves and their country by resorting 
to the killing of those, who have been 


slavery; in the first place, I say, that 
Iam sorry for it; that I disapprove of 
such designs; and that I am confi- 
dent, that the country will recover 
its freedom without resorting to snch 
desperate means. But, Sir, is there 
no danger to be apprehended frem the 
just vengeance of an oppressed and 
insulted people? And, is there not a 
point, beyond which not to resist op- 
pression would be a crime? You 
know well, that resistance of oppres- 
sion is not only a natural right of man, 
but that it is a Zegal right in England, 
and that it is solely in virtue of that 
right, that the present family hold the 
throne. You know, that to deny the 
right of resistance of oppression is*a 
crime, anda crime which has been fre- 
quently punished in England. Well, 
then, in what manner is an unarmed 
people to resist? I do not say, mind, 
that the poént of resistance is arrived. 
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But, your argument goes against the 
principle of a right to kill tyrants, 
under any circumstances; and this, I 
say, is false, whether we refer to our 
own practice, our own laws, or to his- 
tory, profane or divine. 

We know well, that the right to re- 
sist oppression is agreeably to practice 
and the law of our country; and, as 
to the manner, it consisted in 1688, 
in secret contrivances, in secret corres- 
pondences, in thé sending of delegates, 
and, finally, in open force against the 
government, and in the inviting over 
and employing foreign soldiers, who 
of course, if it had been necessary, 
would have killed the king and all 
those who adhered to him. ‘These 
were the several sorts of resistance 
employed in placing of the present 
family on the throne, and very justly 
employed too. You know well that 
many persens, after the Revolution, 
were punished by law for denying the 
existence of this right of resistance, 
and for promulgating those very doc- 
trines of ** degitimacy,’’ which are now 
endeavoured to be foisted upon us. 
But was not Mr. Reeves prosecuted ? 
Yes, and the House of Commons 
voted the prosecution; and, what did 
youdo upon that occasion? Why, 
you spoke for the prosecution; and, 
upon this very ground, that Mr. 
Reeves had called in question the 
right of resistance, exercised at the 
** Glorious Revolution.”’ The charge 
against Mr. Reeves in that case, was 
false; but such was the charge. 

Thus, then, it is clear, that it was 
justifiable and legal to do, against 
king James, all those acts, which, if 
no oppression had existed, would have 
been treasonable. ‘There were secret 
conspirations against his authority ; 


there was open war against him; and, 


if he had resisted, to the last, he 
would, toa certainty, have been killed. 

As to history, who has ever called 
the elder Brutus, or Witiram Terx, 
an assassin? Who ever names them 
but with reverence? Yet, there may 
be sius against a people equal to, and 
even surpassing, the ravishing of a 
man’s sister, or the ordering of a man 
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‘¢ was no hand found éo carry a dager, 
“ to the heart of the tyrant!” Heal, 
blames the people for standing Sobbing 
at the execution of RussELy, whe, 
they had it in their power to reso, 
him and to destroy his murderers, |; 
the gallant Srpney could have bee, 
saved by the killing of the corrupt anq 
bloody judge, that, too, according 
to your course of arguing, woul 
have made a crime! Better to let th 
innocent perish on the gallows, or th 
scaffold, and to reverse the judg mens; 
afterwards? Ys this what you mea) 
Or, as you did in the case of Pit, 
would you still prefer Bills of Indem 
nity forall violations of the law agains 
the people? 

And, what says the BIBLE upm 
the subject of what you are pleased tp 
call assassination? One great brand 
of your reputation consists In your en 
deavours to cause this book to be cit. 
culated. It is notorious, that the cir 
culation of it has been attempted ina 
sorts of ways. It is notorious, that 
circulars haye been sent round event 
servant men and maids to enter int 
penny subscriptions for the purpos 
of aiding in this cause. It is noto 
rious, that the people have been tok 
to rely upon the Bible almost for foo 
and raiment. I wish the Bible coul 
be read, and would be read, real 
read, and not merely. looked at, b 
every ones; but I detest the smeans, ' 
well as the real views, of a vast waj 
rity of those, who are engaged in th 
work of circulation. However, y0 
appeal to the Bible, and sodoh } 
us take only three instances, beginnim 
with the slaying of the Egyptian. 
might, perhaps, settle the point ! 
once, by appealing to those very al 
Casuists, Messrs. Wickham, Drake av 
Spencer Smith, or to Mr. Mahée de 
Touche. But having the Scriptures! 
our guide, let us appeal to them, 2 
let us see whether the killing of a9 
rant be there considered as assassi"é 
tion. Puraraon, the King of Egyt ’ 
had, by very base and detestab 
means, got the Israelites in a state™™ 
bondage ; that is to say, they ¥* 
permitted fo live, to eat and dri 


to kill his ownson. Hume, aftera ‘enough to keep them alive, and th 


description of the cruel acts of Henry | lived very well, for any thing that* 


the Eighth, exclaims: ‘and yet, there | hear to the contrary ; but they were» 


~ .. — 7 - 
. a 
7 eg See a 
-_ ee > ™ 
wa — « 
Aen, Pad 
a * eae le 
SOR QTR Ge og oo Pm 


=e . Paes A ; aw Ci PI 8 Hey 
a a i as a a el ee aT ENO ae ee, i: er Le re 





[ 029 


lag cer 
He ile 

When 
TeSCug 
rs, If 
@ been 
ipt and 
Or ding 
would 
let the 
, OF the 
lg ments 
Mean? 
rf Pitt, 
Inden: 
against 


ES upos 
sased to 
branch 
rOur ele 
be cit 
the cir 
ed ina 
us, that 
even te 
iter inte 
purpose 
is noto 
een told 
for foot 
le coul 
t, reall 
L at, b 
Jeans, | 
st maj 
ad in. th 
yer, ol 
> Lu 
yeginnin 
otian. 
point | 
very abl 
rake av 
thée de 
tures fa 
rem, 3 
of aty 
assassin’ 
yf Egyp 
1etestad 
a state! 
hey we 
ad drit 
and th 
g that * 
were ws 


1) 


NovEMBER 


ited to have no share in making the 
as by which they were to be governed, 
,d by which they were occasionally 
wished with death; and they were 
mmpelled to work very hard while a 
reat part of their earnings was doubt- 
staken from them, though] can hard- 
pelieve that the part taken away by 
sir task-masters, amounted to the 
ne half. Nevertheless, they increased 
, numbers, and Pharaoh’s Ministers 
xd Political Economists, not having 
uj the advantage of Mr. Martuus’s 
0k, by which they would have been 
ught how to check the increase of 
pulation by the means of compul- 
ny celibacy, and by the depriving of 
sents of the means of feeding their 
ildren; not having this advantage, 
ie Boroughmongers of Egypt fell 
pon the scheme of corrupting and 
bing the mid-wives of the Israelites, 
) induce them to kill, either by pinch- 
y the wind-pipe, or by some other 
ans, all the Jewish male children 
the moment of their birth. Ge- 
wally speaking, the mid-wives had 
ore conscience than the Egyptian 
oughmongers. ‘They -were not 
udy tools, like Oriver and Cas- 
is and Souruey and Girrorp and 
ewArt and Wa tteER, all of whom, 
ch in his different vocation, need 
uta nod ora wink. The mid-wives 
red a good many of the male chil- 
ren, who were brought up secretly. 
mong others of this description, was 
IOSES, whose mother hid him in 
le bullerushes, by the side of the 
ater, where he was found by Pha- 
woh’s daughter, when she was going 
ith her damsels to bathe. She was 
) stricken with the beauty of the 
ild, and the very situation in which 
l@ found him, together with a re- 
‘ction on the cause, formed so strong 
appeal to her heart, that she re- 
ved, at all risks, to save him from 
le fangs of the bloody-minded 
roughmongers; and, indeed, the 
hole story is so well aalculated to 
lerest the feelings and to make a 
‘ting impression on the memory, 
ltt T recollect it from the time that 
vegan to read, and I now relate it 
frely from that recollection, not 
‘)peaing to have a Bible at hand. 
Sts, thus saved and thus cherished 
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by the king’s own daughter, grew up 
to manhood, and, as it afterwards ap- 
peared, he became distinguished for 
his bodily as well as his mental 
powers. One day he saw an Egyp- 
tian, some underling, doubtless, of 
the T'ask-masters or Boroughmongers, 
strike one of his countrymen. All 
the injuries, suffered by his nation, 
all their wrongs, all the insults they 
had so long endured, rushing upoy his 
mind at once, he seized the insolent 
instrument of tyranny, killed him 
upon the spot, and buried him in the 
sand. As I said before, I relate 
from mere memory ; but such are sub- 
stantially the facts; and do you say, 
Sir, that Moses was an assassin? Do 
you say, that Moses, the servant of 
the Lord, and really the greatest of 
alt the men of whom we read, of anti- 
quity, do you say that he was an 
assassin? But you have put the word 
private ; you tell us that the Committee 
tells you that even private assassina- 
tion seems to have grown familiar to 
the minds of the people. And what 
more private can any one attempt 
than Moses attempted? Having killed 
the tyrant, the tool of tyranny, he 
looked round all about him to see if 
he was observed by any of the tyrants 
or their underlings; and perceiving 
that he was not observed, he dug a 
hole and buried the caitiff in the sand. 
Oh! how I felt for him, in reading 
the account when I was a little boy! 
How afraid I was, that some of the 
tyrants would see him! And how glad 
I was when I found that he was safe! 
These were the impressions, which the 
reading of this part of the Bible made 
upon me; and, if it make the same 
impressions, on the minds of all the 
English boys who shall read it, your 
present doctrine of passive obedience 
and non-resistance will make prose- 
lytes in an exactly inverse proportioa 
to the extent of the circulation of the 
Bible. 

The word assassination, like that of 
blasphemy, has recently received such 
a latitude of interpretation; it has 
been, for the base purposes of the 
Boroughmongers made to apply so ex- 
tensively, to attacks by open. day as 
well as by night, and to a sorts 





of attacks, that one hardly knows, 
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whether you would call the tossing of 
a woman out of a window, and knock- 
ing her in the head, an assassina- 
tion. But, it is a killing at any 
rate; and, you well know, that 
JEHU, the Captain of the Guard of 
the Dowager Queen Jezebel’s son, 
after having killed his master, the 
king in his very palace garden, order- 
ed her Majesty to be flung head-long 
from her own window into the street, 
or public square; and (let some peo- 
ple’s knees knock together while they 
read!) her crime was, having hired 
false witnesses to take away an inno- 
cent man’s life, and that, too, be it re- 
membered well, upon a charge of blas- 
phemy! ‘* And on the walls of 
“ Jezrecl, did dogs lick the blood of 
“¢ Jezebel”! With what satisfaction 
‘did I, when a tittle boy, see the dogs 
licking up her blood, and am I not 
now most anxiously to hope, that the 
horrid fate of this hypocritical and 
cruel woman, may await every one, 
who shall employ false witnesses, and 
who shall knowingly falsely prefer the 
charge of blasphemy. Now, Sir, will 
you accuse Jenu of being an assassin ? 
Will you say that he acted basely? 
Will you say that he was a criminal ; 
and will you add, that he ought to 
have been brought to the gallows by 
an Oliver or a Castles ? 

The act of JAEL is so complete, in 
all its parts, that it leaves nothing 
wanting. ‘The tyrant, whom she slew, 
was no longer in a situation to commit 
acts of tyranny. He was a fallen 
tyrant. He was fleeing to save his 
life; he was exhausted with fatigue ; 
he came fainting to her door. She 
received -him with feigned salutations 
of welcome; she gave him whereof to 
drink, to lessen the rage of his thirst, 
she invited him to lay. down to repose 
in her tent, and having lulled him to 
sleep, she took a nail, drove it through 
his temples, and pinned him down 
dead to the ground. Whether you 
will call this assassination or not, it 
is not for me to say; buat this I know, 


To WattrAm Wriserrorcr, Esa. 





that the Bible tells us, that, ** Then 
“sang DEBORAH and BARAK: | 






[ ta 


‘¢ blessed amongst women be Jae}, ; 
*‘ wife of Heber the Kenite!” 4, 
then the story goes on to state, jy 
she was so to be blessed, on accoun; 
this very act, and of this act alo, 
Will you say, then, that Jael oug 
not to have been blessed? Will y, 
say that she ought to have been curs 
instead of blessed; and that she ough 
to have been, at least, crammed int 
dungeon, ‘upon the bare suspicion , 
her having entertained a thought 
commit such an act? I must confa 
that [ felt, when I was a child, a goo 
deal of horror at this deed. | 4 
not like the previous blandishment 
and the breach of hospitality. 8 
sides, I saw in poor SISERA a beak 
and fleeing tyrant. I forgot his 
ranny in contemplating: his deep ¢ 
tress, his fatigued body, his bari 
thirst and his half broken heart. By 
I was wrong in yielding to these se 
timents, perhaps. Lord Liverpo 
said, when they were bringing forwa 
the Absolute-Power-of-Imprisonme 
Actthat they were resolved to purs 
the STERN path of duty ; and, wh 


we consider the numerous ills whi 





tyrants bring upon mankind, whens 


consider the hunger, the thirst, t 
diseases, of which they are the cavs 
when we consider the sleepless nigh 
which they occasion to anxious p 
rents, the rivers of innocent blot 
which they shed, and the innumera) 
honest hearts which they break ; wh 
we consider the baseness of their ar! 
the cruelties of their open force ; whi 
we consider the hypocricy of the 


» professions and the bloody-mindeda 


of their actions, we want no apole 
for the conduct of Jael; we, on! 
contrary, applaud the sternness of b 
resentment and public-spirit, and 
join in the song of Deborah 4 
Barak. 

Thus have I, as far as relates 
your public conduct, endeavoured 
perform my duty to my country, ane 
have only to add, that L am, Sir, 

Your most obedient, 


and most humble Serva 
Wa. COBBETI. 
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Cntered at Stationers’ Hall. 
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